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COVID BY THE NUMBERS: MORE GOOD NEWS
PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDY COLE
BY REBECCA MUNDAY 
Managing Editor
Georgia Southern University released updated COVID-19 case numbers on Monday, Sept. 28. GSU continued to see both confi rmed and self-reported 
case numbers drop over the last week. 
The week of Sept. 21-27 was the fi rst week of the semester that the university confi rmed cases were in the single digits. The university only confi rmed 
three cases all week. The university only documented 16 self-reported cases, down 25 from last week. 




The new rules and structure of 
university life on campus forced 
everyone to adapt their way of life 
and learning. We wanted to see how 
students are coping with the new 
changes to their routine this semester 
so we asked students to fi ll out a 
Google Form asking about where 
they are spending most of their time, 
their stress levels, their amount of free 
time, and how they are coping with 
the semester. 
Most students said they spend 
most of their time at home or in their 
dorm. According to Veronica Soto, a 
freshman, in the nursing program, 
the one thing she didn’t expect this 
semester, was “to spend so much time 
at home.” 
However, with many people in 
hybrid or fully online classes this 
semester and a restructuring of how 
in-person events can be held, there 
are few other places to be. 
Stella Louis, a sophomore in 
the nursing and exercise science 
programs said the hardest thing 
about this semester is “not being able 
to hang out in big friend groups and 
attend events to meet new people.”
Most students said they had a 
moderate amount of free time and 
a moderate amount of stress. Shalia 
McGirt, an English major, who is 
a junior said she had a moderate 
amount of stress. However, “the 
workload,” was the hardest part of 
her semester. 
Ellis Wells, a senior in the criminal 
justice program, also said she was 
surprised by “the amount of work the 
professors expect us to balance.” 
Tyler Brown, a sophomore, in the 
business management program, said 
he didn’t expect this semester to be so 
diffi  cult. He also said he felt incredibly 
stressed and had almost no free time. 
When it came to how students are 
coping with the changes this semester, 
there were mixed responses. McGirt 
said she is trying to take things 
“one day at a time.” Soto said she’s 
trying to stay organized and not get 
overwhelmed. 
However, other students had more 
contrasting reactions. 
“Terrible. Transferring to UGA 
next semester because of it. Georgia 
Southern is a joke with their Covid 
response,” Brown said. 
 “I feel like I’m coping with them 
better than expected. I’m glad GSU 
is taking the necessary precautions,” 
Louis said. 
Last semester, the pandemic came 
as a shock to everyone and many 
students are still fi guring out how to 
cope with the changes it brought into 
their lives. Decreased socialization, 
increased stress and high workload 
are parts of the “new normal” 
everyone has been told to adjust to. 
It’s clear that not everyone is having 
the same amount of success in their 
adjustment.
If you would like to share your 
thoughts on various topics with the 
George-Anne Inkwell Edition, go to 
theinkwellonline.com and look for a 
“student responses” story to be a part 
of our next student responses survey. 
EAGLES RESPOND TO COVID ADJUSTMENTS FOR FALL
WE ASKED, YOU ANSWERED
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
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The Diversity Peer Educators (DPE) 
hosted their monthly dialogue series 
Tuesday, Sept. 22 via Zoom and in 
person at the Ogeechee theatre. This 
week’s DPE topic was immigration.
DPE is a student-led organization 
under the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs (OMA). Their mission as 
diversity peer educators is to increase 
awareness, knowledge and skills 
necessary to create change and 
engage in helpful conversations about 
diversity, inclusion and fairness. The 
end goal of DPE includes increasing 
students’ awareness and cultural 
competence.
There have been a lot of changes in 
immigration reform since the Trump 
administration took over political 
control in 2016. Since President 
Trump took office, his administration 
has pursued radical anti-immigration 
policies that have garnered global 
attention through separating families, 
detaining children, and using force to 
prevent asylum seekers from crossing 
the southern border. 
This week’s DPE dialogue series, 
students were offered the chance to 
voice their opinions on these new 
immigration reforms.
During the conversation, it was 
clear that these reforms have not 
only affected citizens/non-citizens 
globally, but have also affected our 
very own students here at GSU. 
Many students may not have 
to worry about their citizenship 
themselves but have close relations 
to family members who are going 
through an immigrations legal battle 
today. 
“It is  difficult for people coming 
here to learn your culture all while 
giving up our own culture,” said 
attendee Sydney Ware. As the 
conversation moved forward, many 
students agreed that ignorance plays 
a big part in today’s society (over 
immigration laws.) 
Many non-citizens feel 
dehumanized, especially when terms 
like “aliens” are used to characterize 
non-U.S. citizens. The mass majority 
of people who are U.S. citizens 
believe stereotypes about a certain 
group and automatically alienate 
them. One student mentioned how 
they aren’t even seen as a person but 
as a boarder. “You’re either in or out,” 
said an attendee. 
The goal of DPE is for all students 
to feel included and part of campus 
conversations. DPE offers monthly 
diversity, equity, and inclusion-
gender and orientation training to 
help with surrounding issues. 
The conversation took a turn to talk 
about values and culture. Many non-
citizens are refugees looking to escape 
things in their past; many people 
are willing to wash away their own 
cultures and lean towards the culture 
of the United States.
Though this was just a discussion 
for students to vent and speak 
about how immigration reform has 
affected their lives, OMA does their 
part by offering many mentoring/
educational opportunities to students 
of minorities. OMA handles students’ 
individual impacts on social justice, 
education and their role in supporting 
diversity awareness and inclusion at 
GSU.
For more information or to join 
OMA or HOLA. The next monthly 
diversity, equity, and inclusion 
presentation is Tuesday, Oct. 6 from 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the Ogeechee 
Theater.
DPE HOSTS TALK TUESDAY
A DIALOGUE SERIES WHERE YOUR VOICE MATTERS
IT IS  DIFFICULT FOR 
PEOPLE COMING HERE 
TO LEARN YOUR CULTURE 











American Bookseller Association 
(ABA) first got the idea for the Banned 
Books Week after they successfully 
showcased banned books at their 
BookExpo America trade show in 
Anaheim, California in 1982. Upon 
entering the convention center, 
viewers saw enormous padlocked 
metal cages with about 500 challenged 
books stacked inside and a sign that 
warned that some people considered 
these books dangerous.  
After a successful exhibit, ABA 
invited Judith Krug, the Director of 
the Office of Intellectual Freedom 
(OIF), and the National Association 
of College Stores to put together an 
installation by September in hopes of 
continuing the conversation around 
banned books. 
The initiative thrived. Institutions 
and stores hosted read-outs and 
transformed their windows into 
literary graveyards or mysterious 
collections of books in brown bags.
The New York Times, PBS and other 
major news outlets covered the event. 
Mayors and governors affirmed the 
week. 
As the director of OIF, Krug led the 
Banned Books Week initiative until she 
died unexpectedly in 2009. However, 
the Freedom to Read Fountain set up 
the Judith F. Krug Memorial Fund, a 
grant awarded to nonprofits who host 
Banned Books Week events.  
Today, National Banned Books week 
focuses on “current and historical 
attempts to censor books in libraries 
and schools.” It focuses on efforts 
across the country to eliminate or limit 
access to books, which highlights the 
harmfulness of censorship. 
The top three reasons most books 
are censored are because they are 
“sexually explicit,” they contain 
“offensive language,” or they are 
“unsuited to the age group.” Those 
three reasons made up more than 
3,800 of the challenges to books in 
the early 2000s. Other reasons books 
have been challenged have included 
“violence,” “homosexuality,” 
“religious viewpoint” and being 
“anti-family.” 
Many of the challenges to books 
were in school libraries, classrooms, 
and public libraries. The challenges 
made up more than 4,600 of the 
challenges between the years 2000 
and 2009. College classrooms and 
academic libraries had a much lower 
number with only 144 challenges total 
in the same time period. Some of the 
top 100 banned and challenged books 
from 2010 to 2019 may be recognizable. 
They include: “Captain 
Underpants” (series) by 
Dav Pilkey, “Thirteen 
Reasons Why” by Jay 
Asher, “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” by E.L. James, 
“Hunger Games” by 
Suzanne Collins, “I Am 
Jazz” by Jazz Jennings, 
“The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower” by Stephen 
Chbosky, “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” by Harper 
Lee, “Of Mice and Men” 
by John Steinbeck, “The 
Color Purple” by Alice 
Walker and “Anne Frank: 
The Diary of a Young Girl 
by Anne Frank.” 
While books are still 
being censored today, 
part of the celebration of 
Banned Books Week is 
that even “banned” books 
remain available in most 
cases. The availability 
of books is thanks to 
librarians, students, 
teachers, and members of the 
community who fight for the freedom 
to read. 
An estimated 2.8 million readers 
and more than 90,000 publishing 
industries and library subscribers 
watch mainstream media coverage 
of Banned Books Week. The initiative 
is sponsored by 15 contributors 
including the American Libraries 
Magazine. It is hosted the last week in 
September every year. This year, it is 
from Sept. 27 to Oct. 3.
CELEBRATING THE FREEDOM TO READ
A LOOK AT THE HISTORY OF BANNED BOOKS WEEK
ONE OF THE RECENTLY CHALLENGED BOOKS FOR BANNED BOOKS WEEK
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The Office of Multicultural 
Affairs (OMA) together with 
Hispanic Outreach and Leadership 
Achievement (HOLA) hosted Fiestas 
Latin Day from 4-7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 24 in the Residential Plaza 
of Armstrong Campus. The event 
aimed for the appreciation of Latinx 
culture, expresses the diversity of 
the campus and connects people 
together. The highlight of this event 
is the designation of different flags of 
different countries from Latinx culture 
that not only brings the colorations 
to the stage but also expresses the 
enthusiasm of the atmosphere. 
Throughout the fiesta, energetic 
music was performed live by the 
band Mandala from Jacksonville, Fl. 
The Latinx music stirred up the event 
into a lively one. Students also had 
the opportunity to experience the 
Latinx cuisine by the provided food 
truck. 
“I celebrate my heritage definitely 
by food. Food and music are the 
two important things that bring us 
together. That is something that 
nobody can dispute,” said Sasha 
Wilder, sophomore of Chemistry and 
Spanish majors.
Beyond mere cultural appreciation, 
the event was also aimed to teach 
people about the Latinx culture. By 
celebrating the ‘fiesta’ on campus, 
the event helped put a spotlight 
on Latinx culture and help other 
students understand more about 
their heritage.
“A lot of people don’t know what 
this month means, a lot of people 
don’t know a lot of things about 
Hispanic Heritage month is and I 
think it is important to showcase 
these things...I also want to bring 
awareness of different issues facing 
our community.” said Gabriela 
Ruvacalba, president of HOLA.
Latinx is not only a culture, it is 
the way for a lot of people to express 
themselves, where they can be 
themselves and show people who 
they really are.
“Latinx culture to me is a form of 
expression, a form of how am I able 
to express myself to the fullest,” 
said Melanie Russell, freshman of 
Rehabilitation Science.
More than that, Latinx culture is 
their lives; From the food they eat 
every day, or the music they listen to 
every day, to the language they use 
for daily communication.
“It is like my entire life. Everything 
I do is kind of based on it,” said 
Ruvalcaba.
Celebrating this event is not 
only an opportunity for students 
to have fun after a busy week, but 
also helps students to improve their 
knowledge about different cultures 
and consolidate the diversity within 
the community. Though COVID-19 
is a big obstacle, HOLA together with 
OMA did a successful job of holding 
an event that can be characterized as 
both entertainment and educational 
for students without violating the 
social distancing policy.
“I actually really enjoy it. It shows 
one how more diverse our campus is 
by them celebrating different cultures. 
I like how we have those recognitions 
and also raise awareness too, the fact 
that we have different cultures here in 
America.”, said Russell. 
For more information on future 
events, contact OMA or HOLA at 
mpeterman@georgiasouthern.edu
OMA HOSTS FIESTA LATIN DAY
FOOD AND MUSIC ARE THE 
TWO IMPORTANT THINGS 
THAT BRING US TOGETHER. 





LATINX CULTURE TO ME IS 
A FORM OF EXPRESSION, A 
FORM OF HOW AM I ABLE 




ARMSTRONG CAMPUS CELEBRATES LATINX HERITAGE MONTH
JOLIE NGUYEN/staff
Students of HOLA wave their flags for Latinx Heritage Month.
JOLIE NGUYEN/staff
Flags flown at Fiestas Latin Day.
JOLIE NGUYEN/staff
Live entertainment by Mandala Band from Jacksonville, FL.
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CAMPUS SPOTLIGHT:




This week’s Campus Spotlight 
focuses on Georgia Southern’s 
Hispanic Outreach and Leadership 
Achievement Organization better 
known as HOLA. HOLA was 
established in 2003 to provide support 
services and cultural awareness 
programs to Hispanic and Latinx 
students.
“HOLA means a lot to me. It has 
become my family away from family. 
My cultural identity has become very 
important to me, especially after 
I left home for college. It took me 
so long to become proud and love 
who I was and I wanted to promote 
that empowerment to others.,” said 
Gabriela Ruvalcalba, President of 
HOLA. “Together we can empower 
each other and create a welcoming 
community. HOLA has become that 
community for me and I love the 
support that we have for each other. 
It is a safe space and a place where I 
can express myself and be understood 
by others.”
The HOLA program is located at 
both the Armstrong and Statesboro 
campuses of Georgia Southern.
“The mission of HOLA is to help 
Hispanic-Latino students succeed 
at Georgia Southern by providing 
support services and culturally 
sensitive programs engaging 
students in learning and enriching 
their university experience,” said 
McKenzie Peterman, Assistant 
Director of the Offi  ce of Multicultural 
Aff airs (OMA). HOLA also provides 
a comprehensive Latino outreach, 
recruitment, progression and 
graduation initiative on campus. 
Currently, HOLA has over 30 
members and is always recruiting 
more students to join. You may have 
seen many of their events on campus 
such as Fiesta Day, Taco ‘Bout It 
Tuesday, or famously known for their 
HOLA Lunch N’ Learn. 
 Like many other organizations on 
campus HOLA has had to limit the 
number of in-person events due to 
COVID-19. HOLA does work with 
community partners that host topics 
during meetings such as activism, 
service-learning, and business 
acumen. No worries, events that 
were previously scheduled for in-
person have been adapted to virtual 
platforms so students are still able to 
engage with the organization. 
HOLA is still actively marketing 
the organization on campus through 
social media though they can’t 
physically. Hosting meet and greets 
as well as off ering peer mentoring, 
community service opportunities and 
have noted that more will be available 
to students after COVID-19. 
TOGETHER WE CAN 
EMPOWER EACH OTHER 
AND CREATE A WELCOMING 
COMMUNITY. HOLA HAS 
BECOME THAT COMMUNITY 
FOR ME AND I LOVE THE 






PHOTO COURTESY OF MCKENZIE PETERMAN
Meet the members of HOLA: (Back Row, Left to Right) Marco Perez (Mechanical Engineering, Senior), Joshua Lane (Business Marketing, Senior); (Front Row, Left to Right) 
Francheska Gonzalez, Gabriela Ruvalcalba (HOLA President), Karen Velez Osejo
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I AM STILL THINKING ABOUT THIS FILM 
FILM REVIEW: “I’M THINKING OF ENDING” 
BY LILA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief
The latest Charlie Kaufman fi lm, “I 
am Thinking of Ending Things” was 
released in U.S. theatres briefl y and 
then through the popular streaming 
service, Netfl ix, where it has reached 
a broader audience. “I am Thinking 
of Ending Things” is a psychological 
thriller of a fi lm that left myself, and 
many other audiences, bewildered 
and wondering, “What did I just 
watch?” 
The fi lm itself is based on a book 
by Iain Reid, but the screenplay 
was written and directed by Charlie 
Kaufman. The plot consists of a young 
woman named Lucy, played by Jessie 
Buckley, planning to end her six-week 
relationship with her boyfriend Jake, 
played by Jesse Plemons. The fi lm 
follows the couple as they embark 
on a road trip to visit Jake’s parents, 
played by David Thewlis and Toni 
Collette, on their farm. 
The fi lm is described as a 
psychological drama, but watching 
it felt a lot more like experiencing 
psychological trauma, as the 
atmosphere in the fi lm gets 
increasingly tense and I felt sick 
with anxiety. I kept waiting for the 
abject horror I felt to materialize 
itself on screen but was ultimately 
disappointed when the ending 
was not so cut and dry, it was as 
enigmatic and puzzling as the 
majority of the fi lm and many, many 
references made within it. 
However, without spoiling the 
ending, I looked up the meaning 
behind the fi lm from Kaufman 
himself afterward to try and 
make some sense of what had 
just happened to me. The fi lm is 
more about the human condition 
and fantasy than anything else, as 
Kaufman nails so well. 
I have given this fi lm 3.5/5 stars 
simply because it continues to haunt 
me as an unsettling example of the 
power of fantasy in life.
Arts & Entertainment
STILL FROM THE FILM “I AM THINKING OF ENDING THINGS” (2020)
Happy Spooktober! Looking for a  fun and easy tasty treat 
that will not break your budget? Check out this cute and 




• 1 Cup candy melt, colors of your choice
• White food gel pen




• Mini chocolate chip
• Lollipop stick
Preparation
1. Microwave candy melts for 60 seconds. Stir half way.
2. Stick marshmallows on lollipop sticks and dip into 
candy melts. Set them aside until they have hardened.




RECIPE: CUTE HALLOWEEN MARSH-MONSTERS
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Lila's Pick of the Week:
FROM THE THEATRE TO THE SCREEN
This week’s pick of the week is the virtual showings of the theatre 
department’s latest play. The play “Beirut” by Alan Browne will 
be live-streamed via Vimeo from Thursday, Oct. 1-4. The play 
is directed by Armstrong Theatre major Fiona Schirmer of the 
Armstrong campus. 
“Beirut” follows a couple as they navigate their lives through a 
pandemic in New York City, being quarantined, and weighing the 
physical and societal risks of being with the one you love. 
The play will begin streaming at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday Oct. 1. 
Please email GSTheatreLIVE@georgiasouthern.edu for the 
viewing code and instructions.
“MASQUERS” 
BEIRUT BY ALAN BOWNE
SPONSORED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION ARTS
OCT 1-4 (7:30 P.M.) 
VIA ZOOM
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SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan F anagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.
Level: Difficult
4 7 2 1
1 6 8
6 2
9 6 8 4
7 9
1 4 8 6
2 3
3 5 9
2 4 7 3
SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 




6 1 8 7 9
3 4 5 7 6
7 3 8 1
9 8 6 5 4
6 3 4 2 9
9 8 7
4 6
H U G E W R A N G E S H R U G G E D
E E I O O C L M A N S S O L D M X U
L A R S L U S C A R M C O M P A C T
P C L O F F I C E R E A R E P N E C
E H O D I A L T O L L A I A T U P H
D S N A P C I T Y N L T S N P F T T
A A A X L N S O C K E S E S O A T S
H G K L U S S O X E N M I L O C K E
A R E E E A U L O D I E Z C L T T E
S I D M Q L E V E N A N E W S U E S
N C R T U T D N A E B D S D C R N O
T U E T A X I P P I P E S D S I T F
I L L N L L M I S S I F A I L N H A
B T A R T O S T D L T E N S I G K M
I U X U C E N O P E Y A C H T S E O
K R O C C A S I O N A L L Y A S E U
E A A N P C O N S E R V A T I O N S
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23 24 25 26 27
28 29
30 31 32 33 34






1. Iron in the rough
4. Kind of service






16. Take advantage of
17. Mt. Everest's continent
18. And
19. Signifying word
20. Fjord country, briefly
21. Bucks
22. Lady
23. Closer in time
26. Coin gamble
28. Get spliced
29. "A Few Good __" starring Tom Cruise
30. Simple Simon's aspirations
32. Types
35. Truck weight measure
36. Fall sound
38. Fast no more
40. Discontinued
41. Valentine's day gift
42. Out of harm's way
43. Equal at the end of the game









1. This has pipes
2. Sanity
3. The whole enchilada
4. Beach prop
5. Came up
6. Told the news
7. Speaks
8. Hurtles
9. Guide a course
11. Tax that led to a party in Boston




29. Fair to middling
30. Respectful
31. Truly





39. It may be perfect
42. Prince, to a king
Across
1. Iron in the rough
4. Kind of service






16. Take advantage of
17. Mt. Everest’s continent
18. And
19. Signifying word
20. Fjord country, briefly
21. Bucks
22. Lady
23. Closer in time
26. Coin gamble
28. Get spliced
29. “A Few Good __” starring Tom 
Cruise
30. Simple Simon’s aspirations
32. Types
35. Truck w ight measure
36. Fall sound
38. Fast no more
40. Discontinued
41. Valentine’s day gift
42. Out of harm’s way
43. Equal at the end of the game









1. This has pip
2. Sanity
3. The whole enchilada
4. Beach prop
5. Came up
6. Told the news
7. Speaks
8. Hurtles
9. Guide a course
11. Tax that led to a party in 
Boston




29. Fair to middling
30. Respectful
31. Truly





39. It may be perfect
42. Prince, to a king
62. Naught
63. Genetic stuff
64. Affairs
